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Abstract: Two decades have passed since the establishment of the Public Release and
Transfer Registers (PRTR) in Korea, but the level of public awareness of the program is not
high. Also, since the establishment of the PRTR, the total amount of emissions from
facilities has increased consistently. Conversely, total emissions of toxic chemicals have
declined dramatically in the U.S., where the system was first adopted. This is despite
significant economic growth in the U.S. in the 20 years since its adoption. Noting that Korea
did not see the same success, this study conducted a survey of corporate officials who are
in charge of reporting the PRTR data for their facility. The survey results showed that, unlike
in the U.S., the facilities tended to respond to the PRTR information disclosures
requirement with management strategies to deal with various risks, such as predictable
institutional changes. The facilities opted against adopting countermeasures to market
pressure. Therefore, in order to increase the effectiveness of the PRTR, institutional
follow-up measures based on the reported information should be implemented at the
government level. In addition, the visibility of PRTR information should be enhanced for the

emission reduction effect to work well in the market.

Key Words: Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers(PRTR), Information Disclosure,
Hazardous Chemicals, Voluntary Reduction
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