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Assessing Public Preferences for Policies on Seawater Flowing of
the Saemangeum Reclamation Site Using Choice Experiments
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Abstract: This study aimed to examine policies related to seawater flowing in the
Seamangeum reclamation site using choice experiments. Based on literature reviews, five
choice attributes were employed, including the water quality, the bird population, the annual
fish catch, the proportion of agricultural land, and the conservation fund. For data collection,
a total of 1,397 questionnaires were returned using a nationwide online survey. Study
results show that all the coefficients were significant with expected signs, indicating that
respondents are generally supportive of the seawater flowing policy. Furthermore, an
individual’s marginal willingness—to—pay value per household is about 707 KRW per 1 mg/L
for improved water quality, 506 KRW per 10,000 birds for the bird population, 263 KRW per
10,000 tons for the fish catch, and -128 KRW per 1% for agricultural land. Policy-related
implications are discussed further in this paper.
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