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Abstract 49

Abstract

Operational Status of the Public Participation Process

in Environmental Impact Assessment in Korea

The purpose of the research is to analyze the operational status of
the public hearing and to conclude its improvement measures.

With regards to the system of Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA),
the research has categorized the EIA law, enforcement ordinance and
the regulations into three parts: public participation, public briefing and
public hearing. For the public hearing part, it refers to the ordinance
of the public hearing in the city of Kawasaki in Japan.

With regards to the operational status, it utilizes the record and the
evaluation reports of the public hearing and briefing sessions and deducts
its problems.

The problems and improvement measure which have been deducted
from the research are as follows.

As to the problems of the current operational status of the public
briefing, two points has been brought. First, it is difficult to cope with
the opinion of the residents through the public briefing. Second, it is
hard for the residents to understand the briefings due to its technicality.
In order to improve these problems, actions such as to make the EIA
commentator or EIA consultation office, and to have the construction
business operator make feedback to the queries of the residents should
be taken.

Concerning the current operational status of the public hearing, two
points were criticized. First, the opinions of the residents and experts
are considerably ignored as of now since the public hearings are set up
by the construction business operator. Second, the public hearings are
carried out only with the one-time queries not with the enough

interactions between the stakeholders. In order to resolve these problems,



the public participation process should be run by the authorizing
institution or the consultative institution rather than by the business
operator. In addition, for its operation, consistent discussions between
the operator and the residents are suggested for reinforcement of its
clarity of the issue.

Finally, the issues of the reduction of the process of public participation
have been criticized. Especially, the validity of the decree No.13, which
allows to drop the public hearing and briefing process when the objection
of the residents occur, and the decree No.25, which permits the public
participation of the EIA when the public hearings during the Strategic
Environmental Assessment (SEA) was implemented, have been questioned.
For its improvement, the paper suggests two points. Concerning the
decree No.13, alternatives such as a video conference or public hearing
session organized by the authorizing institution, should be provided
when it is dropped. As to the decree No.25, the measure which enables
to collect the public opinions except the overlapped one from the both
SEA and EIA process should be devised, since the characteristics of the
SEA and the EIA are differed.

The research is a foundation research which shows the current
operational status and suggests the improvement measures of the public
briefing and hearing. More in-depth analysis and improvement measures
are needed in the follow-up research.

Keywords : Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), Public Participation,
Public Briefing, Public Hearing
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