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An Analysis of Lock-in Effect in Environmental Education Policy:
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Abstract: This study analyzed the “lock=in" phenomenon in environmental education policy,
with a focus on secondary schools in South Korea. In this context, a variety of statistical
data were used to reveal situations in which the lock-in effect appeared. Then, the causes
of the lock-in mechanism were analyzed by adopting four qualitative elements such as
institutional, organizational, political, and social lock-ins. According to the analysis, as
weakening and strengthening indicators coexist in environmental education policies, the
activation policy has been locked in the past, despite considerable efforts from the
government. Moreover, environmental education has not been revitalized due to four
elements of lock—ins. In particular, the organizational lock-in was evaluated as the most
important factor, as it both preceded other factors and provoked the institutional lock-in.
These findings suggest that systematic plans are needed to reactivate environmental
education in secondary schools during the age of climate change and carbon neutrality,
which is now prominent in South Korea.
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1) “Berlin Declaration on Education for Sustainable Development: Learn for our
planet: act for sustainability”, UNESCO, 2021.5.19.
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