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Abstract: This study focuses on the social acceptability for offshore wind farms of fishermen,
the most critical stakeholders in such projects. Face-to—face surveys were conducted among
fishermen in Yeonggwang—gun, Jeollanam—do, and Tongyeong-si, Gyeongsangnam-do, all of
which are areas under discussion for the development of offshore wind farms in Korea. The
factors influencing the social acceptability of offshore wind farms include the project’s
economic and environmental impacts, procedures, subdivided into the following secondary
categories: economic expectations, fishery damage, environmental improvement, environmental
damage, siting and communication processes, trust issues, and information sharing. Survey
results show that Fishermen are most concerned about the aspect of the project’s procedures.
Also, fishermen are considerably dissatisfied with the siting and communication processes, the
potential damage to the fishing industry, regardless of the support or opposition for offshore
wind projects. Accordingly, it is not easy to ensure fishermen accept offshore wind projects
only through economic measures. Instead, it is essential to develop sympathetic and
acceptable procedures for stakeholders in promoting these projects.
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