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The Application of the Lessons of the Inner German Border Area in the DMZ
Future Planning: Focusing on Deriving Lessons from the Collapse Phase
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Abstract: It took a long time to reach the current conservation level in the Inner German
Border Area (IGBA) due to insufficient responses on the collapse. Through analyzing the
problems at the collapse stage of the IGBA, this study drew the following three lessons: 1)
Neglecting the collapse and dissolution due to the “mental barriers” between West and East
Germans, 2) Missing the prime time for conservation due to the lack of a preparation plan, 3)
Failure to implement policies effectively due to the absence of a controlling entity. As the top
priority for applying these lessons to preserve major assets in the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ)
on the Korean Peninsula, this study proposes a “preparation plan.” As for its effectiveness,
the following three measures are proposed: 1) Identification of conservation areas within the
DMZ with substantive consideration of the socio—political and economic trends in the DMZ
area, 2) Categorization of the DMZ into conservation and non—-conservation areas instead of
uniformly designating it all as a first—class natural ecosystem conservation area, 3) Deduction
of the "finalized framework of the DMZ," focusing on the DMZ’s internal conservation areas.
This study is significant as it verifies the procedures for drawing up a preparation plan to
preserve major assets in DMZ based on the lessons learned from the IGBA.

Key Words: DMZ, Inner German Border Area, Lessons Learned, Collapse and Dissolution,

Advance Preparation Plan
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